
1

ReRe--imagining andimagining and
Processes of Change Processes of Change 

toward Sustainable toward Sustainable 
DevelopmentDevelopment

Wim HafkampWim Hafkamp
Erasmus University RotterdamErasmus University Rotterdam
visiting RMIT Universityvisiting RMIT University
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ReRe--imaging the Australian imaging the Australian 
SuburbSuburb……
suggests:suggests:
-- something is wrong with it, requiringsomething is wrong with it, requiring
-- inventive, creativeinventive, creative
-- integrative, long termintegrative, long term
-- vision, sustainable, Australianvision, sustainable, Australian
-- backback--casting approachcasting approach
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Transition ProcessTransition Process

with takewith take--off, acceleration, off, acceleration, 
stabilisationstabilisation
participative visioning,participative visioning,
rooted in present problems, dilemma'srooted in present problems, dilemma's
resulting in 'baskets of images'resulting in 'baskets of images'
and and rivalingrivaling perspectivesperspectives
then the backthen the back--castingcasting
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Suburb Stuck, in dilemma'sSuburb Stuck, in dilemma's

suburb suburb vsvs naturenature
suburb suburb vsvs river river 
basinbasin
private space or private space or 
public spacepublic space
multimulti--culticulti or Aussie or Aussie 
cultureculture
……..

Suburb Stuck, in problemsSuburb Stuck, in problems

suburb suburb vsvs naturenature
suburb suburb vsvs river river 
basinbasin
private space or private space or 
public spacepublic space
multimulti--culticulti or Aussie or Aussie 
cultureculture
……..

affordabilityaffordability
car dependencycar dependency
ecological footprintecological footprint
sleeptownsleeptown
congestioncongestion
quality of lifequality of life
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The 'basket of images'The 'basket of images'

of ways to meet of ways to meet 
human needshuman needs
in overlapping domainsin overlapping domains
rivalingrivaling perspectivesperspectives
generating social generating social 
propulsion rather than propulsion rather than 
resistanceresistance
scenario tellingscenario telling
first, next stepsfirst, next steps

The 'basket of images',The 'basket of images',
in relevant domainsin relevant domains

of ways to meet of ways to meet 
human needshuman needs
in overlapping domainsin overlapping domains
rivalingrivaling perspectivesperspectives
generating social generating social 
propulsion rather than propulsion rather than 
resistanceresistance
scenario tellingscenario telling
first, next stepsfirst, next steps

social and economic social and economic 
developmentdevelopment
cohesion, communitycohesion, community
work, leisurework, leisure
metabolismmetabolism
infrastructureinfrastructure
housinghousing
movingmoving
consumingconsuming
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RivalingRivaling PerspectivesPerspectives

slow foodslow food
richmondrichmond mobility mobility 
centrecentre
organic houseorganic house
high densityhigh density
supply to gridsupply to grid
parallel local parallel local 
economy for food, economy for food, 
care and servicescare and services

fast foodfast food
car outcar out
ecoeco--designed housedesigned house
low densitylow density
gridgrid--lessless
vibrant economy vibrant economy 
entwined in the entwined in the 
network citynetwork city

InnovationsInnovations

image to realityimage to reality
rethink, redesign, rethink, redesign, 
incrementalincremental
technology, technology, 
organisation, organisation, 
managementmanagement
institutionsinstitutions
niche developmentniche development
r&dr&d, pilot, demo's, pilot, demo's
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InnovationsInnovations

image to realityimage to reality
rethink, redesign, rethink, redesign, 
incrementalincremental
technology, technology, 
organisation, organisation, 
managementmanagement
institutionsinstitutions
niche developmentniche development
r&dr&d, pilot, demo's, pilot, demo's

pvpv, solar hot water, solar hot water
domoticsdomotics
home gardening, home gardening, 
community gardeningcommunity gardening
community supported community supported 
agricultureagriculture
people movers, bicyclespeople movers, bicycles
development planningdevelopment planning

Transition LexiconTransition Lexicon

transition science, transition science, 
managementmanagement
emergent, plannedemergent, planned
evolutionaryevolutionary
parallel arenaparallel arena
communities of communities of 
practicepractice

multimulti--actoractor
multimulti--levellevel
niche (micro), niche (micro), 
regime (regime (mesomeso) and ) and 
landscape (macro)landscape (macro)
strategy and strategy and 
practice layerpractice layer
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Open endOpen end……....

How about Melbourne?How about Melbourne?

---- M2030 closed shopM2030 closed shop
---- No end to sprawlNo end to sprawl
---- Transport  stuckTransport  stuck
---- Security issues in Security issues in 

water, energy, ..water, energy, ..
---- Fits the ReFits the Re--imagining imagining 

projectproject

Further Reading?Further Reading?

---- www.drift.eur.nlwww.drift.eur.nl

---- Knowledge and Knowledge and 
Competences of Competences of 
Sustainable Systems Sustainable Systems 
InnovationsInnovations

The Dutch Research The Dutch Research 
Institute for Transitions Institute for Transitions 

established at established at 
Erasmus University, Erasmus University, 
20052005
strong involvement strong involvement 
from from TNOTNO (our (our 
CSIRO)CSIRO)
and a and a CERCCERC
working on working on 
transitions in transitions in 
diverse areas diverse areas 


