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Requisite skills and abilities for prospective students for the BN program

The purpose of this document is to provide clear expectations of the requisite skills and abilities required for all student nurses for the Bachelor of Nursing (BN) Program. The information provided within this document can be utilised by prospective nursing students as an evaluation guide to determine their suitability for enrolment into the BN program.   

The Discipline of Nursing and Midwifery must comply with the Disability Standards for Education 2005 .  In accordance with University policy, when requested, reasonable accommodations may be provided for individuals with disabilities.
and Disability Discrimination Act 1992
In order to progress in the BN program a student must possess a functional level of physical and emotional health commensurate with achieving the required nursing practice competencies. Physical, cognitive, psychomotor, affective and social abilities are required to provide safe and effective nursing care.  The Bachelor of Nursing (BN) student must be able to demonstrate requisite skills and abilities with or without reasonable accommodations appropriate to their progress within the program of learning.  

The physical, cognitive, psychomotor, affective and social aptitudes delineated below are necessary to progress in the BN program and for the provision of safe and effective nursing care. 

The student should be able to demonstrate an:  


· Operational sensory perception using vision, hearing, smell, and touch to accurately elicit information about clients in order to perform physical health assessments at a distance and close at hand. 

· Ability to coordinate gross and fine muscular movements and sensory perception to execute functional psychomotor movements required for the clinical practice of nursing and emergency treatments.  

· Ability to communicate with clients and health care team members effectively using the English language. Communication includes not only speech but reading and writing. 

· Intellectual ability and management of their own behaviour and emotions to provide safe, competent and ethical nursing care. 

· Ability to apply critical inquiry, problem solving and reflection to develop sound professional judgements. 

Emotional stability to practice effectively under stress and adapt to changing environments inherent in nursing. According to the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law Act 2009, Part 7 Section 55 the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia may refuse to grant general registration to an applicant on any one or more of the following grounds:

(1) 
A National Board may decide an individual is not a suitable person to hold general registration in a health profession if—

(a) 
in the Board’s opinion, the individual has an impairment that would detrimentally affect the individual’s capacity to practise the profession to such an extent that it would or may place the safety of the public at risk; or

(b) 
having regard to the individual’s criminal history to the extent that is relevant to the individual’s practice of the profession, the individual is not, in the Board’s opinion, an appropriate person to practise the profession or it is not in the public interest for the individual to practise the profession; 

(d) 
in the Board’s opinion, the individual’s competency in speaking or otherwise communicating in English is not sufficient for the individual to practise the profession;
(h) 
in the Board’s opinion, the individual is for any other reason— (i) not a fit and proper person for general registration in the profession; or (ii) unable to practise the profession competently and safely.

If any of the above situations appears applicable, please contact the Bachelor of Nursing Program Director and or the Disability Liaison Unit (www.rmit.edu.au/disability) to discuss your standing in the program prior to submitting any requests for clinical practicum.
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