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2008 Northcote Trust Scholarship 
                            Application Form 

Opening Date:  21 January 2008 
Closing Date:         18 April 2008 

INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

The Northcote Trust Scholarship has been created to support students transitioning through pathways from TAFE to 
Higher education at RMIT.  Scholarships are an incentive to encourage further education and participation by students 
from low socio-economic backgrounds with a will to succeed in their education.   
 
The Northcote Trust seeks to provide assistance in the education of young people of outstanding potential, whether 
academic or otherwise. Its aim is to ensure that such potential will result in significant contributions to their local com-
munities and to society generally and will not be constrained by lack of financial support. 
 
Higher Education students receive $15,000 over two years ($7,500 in each of two years in Higher Education), and  
TAFE students receive $17,000  over three years ($2,000 in TAFE and $7,500 in each of two years in Higher Ed). 
 
  

To be eligible for this Scholarship you will: 
 
• be an Australian citizen or the holder of a permanent humanitarian visa 
• be undertaking a government funded Diploma/Advanced Diploma at RMIT and looking to progress to a  

Commonwealth supported Undergraduate program in the same or a complimentary field of study, or 
• have progressed to a Commonwealth supported Undergraduate program from a Diploma/ Advanced Diploma in 

the same or a complimentary field of study. 
• be of low income and or have experienced disadvantage 
• be able to demonstrate outstanding potential and ambition, academic or otherwise 
• not already have a bachelor degree or higher level award  
• be a student 35 years of age or under. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
 

Only eligible students may apply for the Northcote Trust Scholarship 
 

• Please complete the entire application form 
• Attach all relevant documentation as outlined and checked against the Documentary  Evidence Checklist on the 

final page 
• Applicants are requested to provide letters of support and references to back their application statements. 

• Sign the declaration and submit to : 
 
In person: At any RMIT Student Hub 
By post: Private & Confidential, RMIT Scholarships and Finance Office, GPO Box 2476V, Melbourne VIC 3001 
 

• Applicants must submit the form by 5pm on the closing date, Friday 18th April 2008. 

• Short listed applicants will be invited to attend a short interview 

                  ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

• Completed application forms will be treated in strict confidence by all persons concerned in the assessment  
      process. 
• The RMIT Committee makes recommendations to the Selection Committee 
• The Selection Committee comprises of representatives from RMIT University and the Northcote Trust 
• Selection Committees will not consider incomplete or ambiguous applications. 
• The Selection Committee awards scholarships following a review of the recommendations. 
• All applicants will be notified in writing of the outcome of the Committee’s decision within one month of the  
     deadline for applications  
 



APPLICATION PROCESS 

ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

         TERMINATION OF SCHOLARSHIPS 

Scholarships & Finance Office 
GPO Box 2476V 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
 
Building 12, Level 4, The Hub (City) 
 
Telephone: 03 9925 2811 
Fax: 03 9925 9513 
Email: scholarships@rmit.edu.au 
Website: www.rmit.edu.au/students/scholarships 

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS 

Scholarship Offers will: 
• be made in writing only by an officer of the University expressly authorised to do so; 
• include details of the assistance which the Scholarship provides and the conditions of the scholarship; 
• be conditional on the student continuing to be eligible at the census dates in the year of offer; 
• be conditional on the student maintaining eligibility and providing evidence of continuing eligibility as  
          requested; 
• be accepted in writing by the applicant and conditional on the student having paid their fees or to sign over  a 

proportion of their scholarship to pay their total fees for the course load they have enrolled in. 

Continuation of the scholarship may be suspended or revoked by the Selection Committee should the recipient’s 
conduct or behaviour both on or off campus be considered likely to bring disgrace upon the scholarship, the Univer-
sity or the Trust.  Scholarship holders must immediately notify the Scholarships & Finance Office in writing if they 
transfer to another academic program or discontinue full-time study. 
 
A scholarship will be terminated in any of the following circumstances: 
 

• At the end of the period of tenure provided for by the scholarship; 
 
• If the University is satisfied that the program of study is not being carried out with competence and dili-

gence or in accordance with the offer of scholarship; 
 

• When the student ceases enrolment without indication of a date at which enrolment will be resumed; 
 

• On cancellation of enrolment. 

If a scholarship is terminated, it cannot be reactivated unless the termination occurred in error. 

INFORMATION AND ADVICE 



Questions that require documentary evidence are marked “Please submit supporting documentation”  

 

Failure to provide certified evidence will disadvantage or preclude you from the selection process. 

 

Certified copies of documents, not the originals, should be attached to your application. 

 

Original documents will not be returned 

An authorised officer must certify your documents by: 

• Writing on the copy “This is a true copy of the original document sighted by me”, and 

• Stamping it with an official stamp (if there is one) of the organisation of the person verifying the copy, and 

• Printing the following information: name and business address, contact telephone number, profession or  

          occupation or organisation, date verified, registration number if Justice of the Peace, and     

• Signing it 

 

 

 

People who can verify your documents include: 

 

• An officer of the organisation which issued the original document 

• RMIT student administration staff working at The Hubs 

• The Scholarship Office if you lodge your application in person 

• Accountants 

• Bank or Credit Union managers 

• Barristers, solicitors, or patent attorneys 

• Police officers ranked sergeant and above 

• Post office managers 

• High / secondary school principals 

• Commissioner for declarations 

• Justice of the Peace with a registration number 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

CERTIFIED COPIES 





Scholarships & Finance Office 
GPO Box 2476V 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
Building 12, Level 4, Room 14 
Telephone: 03 9925 2811 
Email: scholarships@rmit.edu.au 
Website: www.rmit.edu.au 

2008 Northcote Trust Scholarship 
                            Application Form 

A. Personal Details 

Title                 Surname 

                                   

Given Name/s 

                       

Male             Female         Date of Birth                                               Student No. 

        

Address 

        

                            

                   

City/Suburb                                State      Postcode 

       

Private Telephone                  Mobile Telephone 

                    

Email 

                            

Your Citizenship 

Australian Citizen  Permanent Resident  Permanent Humanitarian Visa  Temporary Protection Visa  

What program are you enrolled in at RMIT? 

Program Title:  

Year of Study in 2008:   1st year                            2nd year  3rd year  4th year  Honours year  

Are you enrolled as a Commonwealth Supported Student (higher ed) or in a Government Funded Program (TAFE)?           

 No  

Are you a full time student? (i.e. minimum of 75% of a full-time study load in each semester) Yes No  

If no, please provide evidence of exceptional circumstances which prevent you from studying full-time. 
(Please submit supporting documentation) 

Carer responsibilities Disability Financial hardship 

Other (specify): I am unable to study full-time because 

   

 

Undergraduate  TAFE  

 

 

Yes 



Are you? 

Of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Decent? 
(Please submit supporting documentation) A student with a disability? 

(Please submit supporting documentation) 

A student from a rural/regional area? 
(Please submit supporting documentation) 

From a Non-English Speaking Background? 
(Please submit supporting documentation) 
 
Year of arrival in Australia 
Must have arrived in Australia in the last 10 years 

B. Equity Details 

  

 

 

Are you or have you been affected by any of the following situations. Please note you must attach documentary evidence for these circumstances 
to be considered in your application. 

High program and materials costs Course placement/contact hours precludes income earning 

Course program affected by work demands Debt 

Travel costs—out of metropolitan area Travel home to work 

Chronic Health Problem (other than disability) Health—Serious illness partner 

Health—serious illness parents Relocated due to crisis 

Contributes to family income Domestic Violence 

Natural disaster War/Detention centre  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you currently in receipt of any government income support such as Youth Allowance, Austudy or a Pension? 

Yes No 

C. Financial Details 

  

If yes, type of benefit  Amount received per fortnight  

(Please submit supporting documentation) 

Do you hold a current Health Care 
Card? 

Yes No   (Please submit supporting documentation) 

Are you employed?      Yes  No  

If yes, amount received per fortnight  (Please submit supporting documentation) 

Are you in receipt of any other RMIT scholarship?      Yes  No  

If yes, name of scholarship 
(Please submit supporting documentation) 

 

If you are not in receipt of any income, can you please provide an explanation as to how you support your living arrangements and other 
expenses 



D. Personal Circumstances 

What is your current living arrangement?  

Single (living with parents) Single (living away from home/independent) Sole parent/carer    

Partnered, no dependents  Partnered, with dependents  

If you are a parent, please complete. 
 
No of children under 18 
(Please submit supporting documentation)  

Which of the following best describes your situation? 

I am a sole parent  I share the custody of my children  

Do you have dependents other than children?         Yes 
(Please submit supporting documentation) 

 No  Number  

Do any of your dependents have special needs which impact on the time and attention you give to study?     Yes 
(Please submit supporting Documentation) 

 No  

E. Additional Requirement - Written Statement 

Applicants are required to provide a written statement containing 

• your educational and work experience  
• information regarding your plans for further education 
• efforts to improve your finances; eg. working over term holidays/ part time employment 

• intended use of the scholarship and how this  would assist you to achieve your academic success and personal goals 
 
Applicants must also provide letters of support and/or references from current employers or  RMIT teaching staff that attests to the 
applicant’s success and/or ambition.   
 
“The Northcote Trust seeks to provide assistance in the education of young people of outstanding potential, whether academic or 
otherwise. Its aim is to ensure that such potential will result in significant contributions to their local communities and to society 
generally and will not be constrained by lack of financial support.’     The Northcote Trust. 



G. Documentary Evidence Checklist and Applicant Declaration 

Please note: If supporting documentation is not provided with this application, you will be disadvantaged in the selection process. 
Do not send original documents as they will not be returned. Copies must be certified. 
 
Mark document check boxes for the documents you attach. 

Section Documentary Evidence Check 

A Part-Time 
• A letter from a medical practitioner or other accredited professional practitioner, or  
• A statutory declaration or other evidence in support of your circumstances  
 

 

Continued on next page 



B ATSI 
• Letter of confirmation from the RMIT ATSI Unit, or  
• Letter of confirmation, on official letterhead, from a community elder or representative of an 

Indigenous Australian community organisation, or  
• An “Aboriginality Form” signed by a recognised Indigenous organisation under its Common 

Seal, or  
• Evidence that you are a current Abstudy recipient, or  
• A Statutory Declaration confirming you are an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person.  
 
Disability 
• Letter of confirmation from RMIT Disability Liaison Unit, or  
• Letter of confirmation from a medical practitioner, or  
• Disability pension card; or  
• Healthcare card (indicating disability  
 
NESB 
• Copy of Residential Visa, or  
• Letter from previous school official (e.g. counsellor, principal), or  
• Letter (on official letterhead) from a representative of a relevant community organisation 
 
Rural/Regional  
• Letter from previous school official (eg. Counsellor, Principal), or Certified record of atten-

dance/graduation from school 
• A letter from the family accountant or solicitor confirming rural background 
 
Equity Situations 
• Please provide any relevant supporting documentation which can support your claims, or a 

Statutory Declaration attesting to your disadvantage 
 

 

C Centrelink 
• Documentation which proves that you receive a means-tested government benefit, e.g. Youth 

Allowance, Austudy, Abstudy  
• Certified copy of your health care card or pension concession card 
 
Employment 
• 2 Recent pay slips or official bank statements 
• Your most recent Australian Taxation Office Assessment Notice   
 
Scholarship 
• Letter from RMIT confirming scholarship  
 

 

D Children & Dependents 
• Medicare Card with names listed  
• Pension Concession Card with names listed, or  
 
Special needs 
• Letter from Medical practitioner or other professional  
• If your circumstances have not been covered by previous documentation, please provide any 

relevant supporting documentation, or a Statutory Declaration attesting to your disadvantage.  

 

E Additional Requirement 
• Letters of support and references to back their application statements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I declare that, to the best of my knowledge, the information supplied in this application and the documentation supporting it is true and  
complete. I acknowledge that the provision of false information or documentation or the withholding of information or documentation relating 
to my application may result in the cancellation of any scholarship by RMIT University. I confirm that I have read and understood the  
Information for Applicants and understand the conditions of the scholarships. I authorise RMIT University to obtain, where necessary, further 
information regarding this application from other relevant bodies. I understand that the scholarship process is competitive and that not all 
applicants who meet the eligibility criteria can be awarded a scholarship. I will verify my ongoing eligibility as required. 
 
Note. Giving false or misleading information is a serious offence under the Criminal Code (Commonwealth).  

Signature 

Privacy Statement 
The Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT University) is providing you with this notice because the University has sought personal 
information about you. The University needs this information so that it can fully and properly assess your application in accordance with its 
policies and procedures. The information you supply on this form and in any documentation supplementary to this application may 
be provided to scholarship selection authorities. 

 Date  

 

 

 

 


