PhD Completion Seminar 

School of Education Expectations 2009
A/P Heather Fehring

Deputy Head Research & Innovation, SoE
In 2009 the Graduate Research Office (GRO) introduced the PhD Completion Seminar as compulsory Hurdle Task for PhD candidates in their last year before submission.

The official guidelines for the PhD Completion Seminar are on the GRO web site. However, because there is some uncertainty about the policy, process and procedure and because GRO is revising the guideline they published the School of Education (SoE) has set out the following expectation for a PhD Completion Seminar within the SoE.

PROCESS
1. All PhD candidates need to make a public presentation of their research work in the final year prior to submission. It is currently preferred that this be at one of the two Research Student conferences in June and November of each year. However, arrangements can be made to present at other times in consultation with the Deputy Head of Research and Innovation within the SoE.

PROCEDURE

2. Candidates need to schedule a 60 minute time period for the presentation. This consists of the following time allocations:

i) 20 – 30 minutes presentation by your self to the panel outlining your PhD thesis or your PhD (Project) Exegesis and product.

ii) 5 – 10 minutes for the panel to ask questions of clarification.
iii) 10 minutes for the panel members to confer and sign off the PhD Completion Form for you.

iv) 5 minutes for you to read the report and sign off the document yourself.

3. Candidates need to prepare the following to give to the assessors on the panel:
i) A summary of your work, but this can be Chapter 1 Introduction of the thesis or exegesis. DO NOT write a new 5,000 word summary of your thesis. You are in the process of finishing your thesis/exegesis so writing a complete new summary is not the point of this exercise.

ii) A summary of chapter outline, this means your Table of Contents.

OPTIONAL
If you do a PowerPoint for your presentation, print this out as a hard copy version (Notes) so assessors can write comments for you in the accompanying spaces. You can send this to the assessors before your presentation via the SoE Research Office Administrative officers OR give it to the assessors on the day of presentation.
However, it is preferred that these two /three items above be sent to the assessors two weeks before your PhD Completion Seminar presentation.
PRESENTATION OPTIONS

1. Students are encouraged to undertake their PhD Completion Seminar at the June or November Research Student Conference each year. 
2. A PhD Completion Seminar can be scheduled before the monthly Research Seminar. The Research Seminar occurs on the last Friday of each month, 3.00 – 4.30 p.m. Therefore, a PhD Completion Seminar can be scheduled for a 2pm commencement flowing on to the Research Seminar.
3. Under special circumstances, students and Senior Supervisor can choose an ‘On Demand’ option. This means an individual seminar would be organised by the Senior Supervisor/student in conjunction with the SoE Deputy Head Research & Innovation (DHR&I) who chairs a PhD Completion Seminar. This arrangement depends on the availability of student, supervisor/s, assessors and the DHR&I.
**** These SoE PhD Completion Seminar Process and Procedure were approved by the SoE RHDRC 10th November 2009
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